
_ MORE LAND FOR INSTITUTIONAL USES. Th e two blocks 

bounded by F irst, Bridge, Secon d , an d Johnston Streets 

at the western p art of the d o wntown may be used for 

more professional offices, c lub s , and other publi c 

or semi-public types of activities in the future . 

The tobacco warehouse an d th e adjacent row of com

merclal buildings should be remove d in order to 

make way for new cons tructions . Th e cano pi es, the 

new d epa rtment stores and other im pr ovemen ts further 

down the st r ee t tend to make the above ment i one d 

s tru c tures appear as eyesores . Stra t egica lly 

located as a ga tewa y t o the d own town from the 

north, their early r emova l i s most o pportune. 

- TOBACCO WAREHOUSES. Th ere are current l y within the 

confines of downtown Smithfield three o r f our sizeable 

tobac co warehouses. Vi s ually, they are as unsightly 

as they are structurally and functionally obso let e . 

Haven for vermin, th ese buildings pr esent themselves 

as constant sources of fire hazards as well as 

blighting influence to 

loc ate d a t or near the 

th e ir peighbors. Often 

"One Hundred Percent Block" 

the se warehouses timel y removal would b e a boom 

to the futur e develop ment of downtown Smithfiel d . 

THROUGH TRAF FI C . Downt own Smithfie l d currently j s 

traver se d by one of the most he avlly used hi ghw a ys 

in Eastern Carolina U. S . 70 . According to the 

State Hi ghway Commission, the annual average dally 

figure (A . A .D .T . ) along Market Street reached a 

high of 9,400 in 196 2 . The Commission further 

estimated that th e traffi c figure Will increase 

at a rate of 5% to 10% each year . It lS safe to 

assume therefore, that the current traffic volume 

has long since past the 10.000 mark . Through 
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